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It is becoming a 64 bit world.  
  

The Unix and Mainframe communities have been 64 bit for many years.  The Windows community is 

now starting to catch up.  There have been 64 bit versions of Windows for many years as well (64 bit XP, 

and 64 bit 2003) but with the release of Windows 7, and the accompanying server version of Windows 

2008 R2, 64 bit is now entering the mainstream for Windows.   In fact, Windows Server 2008 R2 (the 

server equivalent for Windows 7) will only have a 64 bit version of the operating system, signaling the 

beginning of the end of 32 bit operating systems and applications.  The next release of many Microsoft 

back office products will also be 64 bit only – such as Internet Information Server, SQL Server 2008 R2, 

and Exchange Server 2010.  The implication for many organizations is that the data access drivers used in 

conjunction with these backend products – specifically ODBC and OLEDB providers, must also be 64 bit.    

With the release of CONNX 11, CONNX offers full 64 bit support for all of its supported data sources.   

For any given CONNX supported data source, the following data access interfaces are available:  

Driver/Provider Type  32 bit Support  64 bit Support  

.NET Data Provider   √  √  

ODBC Driver  √  √  

OLEDB Provider   √  √  

JDBC Driver  √  √  

  

By offering both 32 bit and 64 bit versions of supported interfaces, we enable existing applications to 

continue to function while providing an upgrade path for 64 bit applications running on 64 bit operating 

systems.  CONNX supported data sources include the following:  

 

  

  



Supported Relational Data sources  Supported Legacy Data sources  

SQL Server  RMS  

Oracle  VSAM  

DB2  IMS  

Sybase  DISAM  

Informix  CISAM  

MySQL  MicroFocus  

PostgreSQL  Oracle Rdb  

Access  Codasyl DBMS  

Supported Unstructured Data sources  Adabas  

Excel  PowerFlex  

Text Files  Dataflex  

Any other database that has a OLEDB or ODBC Driver  

  

Industry’s only 64 bit Data Bridge  
  

If you perform a Google search for a 64 bit ODBC or OLE/DB provider for Microsoft Access, you will find 

many people posting inquiries about whether one exists, but you will not find any answers.  As of the 

writing of this white paper, a 64 bit OLEDB/ODBC driver does not exist.  With the upcoming release of 

Windows Server 2008 R2, the importance of 64 bit drivers is increasing, as this operating system will 

only have a 64 bit version, and many server applications will also be 64 bit only.  The CONNX 64 bit Data 

Bridge enables any 64 bit aware application to communicate to a 32 bit ODBC or OLEDB provider.  This 

enables SQL Server linked server connections (from a 64 bit instance of SQL Server) to communicate to 

legacy 32 bit ODBC drivers.  For modern databases such as SQL Server and Oracle, there are already 

native 64 bit drivers, but for less common systems, or databases where the manufacturer has no plans 

to create a 64 bit driver, the bridge is a needed component in allowing your systems infrastructure to 

upgrade, while maintaining access to legacy production data sources.  The list of data sources where no 

native vendor supplied 64 bit driver exists includes Microsoft Access,  Microsoft Excel,  PostgreSQL, 

Foxpro, MicroFocus, Btrieve, Powerflex, Dataflex, RMS, Oracle Rdb, Codasyl DBMS, VSAM, IBM Universe,  

IBM UniData,  C-ISAM, D-ISAM, IDMS, DataCom, just to name a few.  For companies that already have a 

32 bit driver to a given data source, the CONNX 64 bit Data Bridge instantly extends it to a 64 bit ODBC 

Driver, 64 bit OLE DB Provider, and 64 bit .NET Data Provider.  Here is how it works:   



 

CONNX has a 32 bit Service called the Enterprise Server Service, which is responsible for establishing 

connections to legacy 32 bit drivers that don’t yet have a 64 bit counterpart.  The CONNX 32 bit ODBC 

Driver, OLE DB Provider, .NET Data Provider, and JDBC Server can communicate to the 32 bit Service 

running under the WOW64 subsystem, and provide seamless access to 32 bit data sources natively from 

64 bit applications.  

  


